Alpha Chapter Continues to Make Great Strides

by Nino Bonura A1415, Alumni Association President, bonura@gmail.com

his continues to be an exciting time for the Alpha Chapter Alumni Association.

Momentum within the Association over the past few years has generated external
momentum in the form of increased exposure to National and the formation by Alpha
Alumni of regional Alumni Clubs. We are well on our way to realizing our goal of
hosting the 150th Anniversary Convention in Troy/Albany in 2014.

Since last year s 6294, the Association has engaged in several activities to
advance the Alpha Chapter. We have created a yearly plan that outlines our goals
for this Fraternal year. It is available to all Alumni and can be found on our brand new
website (more information below).

The importance of this year s two Rush seasons cannot be overstated. The
Association created a Rush Seminar for the Actives to teach them how to sell
Rushees on the Theta Xi experience. Many thanks to Chris Riismandel A1356,
who spearheaded the effort, and Chris Blanc A1404, who created and presented the
seminar materials to the Actives. It was well received and they succeeded in inducting
10 pledges. We will host another rush seminar in the spring.

Effectively communicating with the Alumni is always an important goal of the
Alumni Association as it allows the Alumni to stay updated on the Chapter s activities.
We have increased our effectiveness by engaging with John Viggiano A1488 and Ben
Haynes A1526 of VIGCraft to build and maintain a website for us. The address is
www.alpha6294.com. Check regularly for updates.

The above paragraphs discuss some of the main activities of the Alumni
Association, but there are many items on our list to which we cannot tend simply
because we do not have the manpower to accomplish them. For instance, we want to
renovate the third oor as soon as possible. We want to increase our national exposure
by creating and participating in more regional Alumni Clubs. Simply put, we need
your help. If you want to re-engage with your Fraternity and Alumni Association
either through volunteer opportunities or donations, please contact any member of the
Alumni Board.

| also want to thank several alumni members. First, | want to extend

See President continued on page 4

New Communication Program
by David Fowkes A1275, dfowkes@comcast.net

Welcome to the new look of the AlphaBet alumni
newsletter. In an effort to reduce alumni
communication costs and increase effectiveness, we
have overhauled the ways we will communicate with
you. A summary of changes include:

A crisper 4-page AlphaBet including executive
summaries of important Alpha Chapter information.
An expanded version of the AlphaBet articles posted
on our website including photos and graphics.

A redesigned website (www.alpha6294.com) to
provide greater content and functionality for Alumni.
We have hired an alumnus-owned website design
company to vastly improve our capabilities.

Increased electronic communications (e-newsletters
and announcements) to augment our current efforts.
A new communications company hired to replace our
previous vendor. In addition to cutting our printing
costs and helping us to streamline our communications
effort, we hope to do a better job tracking and
acknowledging alumni participation and donations.

We hope you will take a few minutes to visit our
new website and update your contact information.
While we will continue to distribute our traditional
communications through the postal system, it will be
important for us to have a valid email address to deliver
to you our supplemental content.

Please email me if you would be interested in
helping reconnect with alumni from your time at Alpha
or if you have any suggestions to improve our efforts.

Brother Mow Exempliyes Theta Xi Ideals

n 1949, Van Mow and his family emigrated from China and spoke not a word of
English. The years preceding their travel to the United States had seen the conclusion

Dr. Van C.S. Mow A966 stands next to the bust of Clarence E. Davies
‘14. Rensselaer has established the Davies Medal for Engineering
Achievement which is funded by an endowment created by Mr. and
Mrs. J. Erik Jonsson ‘22. Dr. Mow is one of only 13 RPI alumni to
receive this award since its inception in 1987.

of WWII and the Communist Revolution in China, putting his family in a constant
state of distress and disruption. With the fear of the rise of Communism prevalent in
the United States, the Mow family endured daily challenges even as they continued to
excel in their new country.

In 1958, Van and his brother Maurice entered RPI to begin their collegiate
academic studies. Both pledged the Alpha Chapter of Theta Xi, a chance to further
experience American culture. When asked about his Theta Xi experience, Dr. Mow
said, | have many memorable experiences; joining Theta Xi and the time leading up
to becoming a member are memories that truly stick out in my mind.

Mow received his BAE degree in Aeronautical Engineering in 1962 and
his PhD in Applied Mechanics and Applied Mathematics in 1966 from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute. In 1969, Dr. Mow joined the faculty of RPI as an Associate
Professor in the Mechanics Department.

See Dr. Mow continued on page 3
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Chapter Focuses on House Maintenance

by Dan Williams A1545, Chapter President, A1545@alphaofthetaxi.com

| As we
celebrate

our 75th year
living in the
chapter house,
this Fall saw
extensivehouse
improvement projects completed
at 1490 Sage Ave. Members of
the Alumni Association have
generously donated their time,
skills and money to these efforts
which began with work week
in late August. Some of these
projects are described below.

We focused most of our
efforts on the common areas in the
worst condition, beginning with
the rst- oor bathroom. First, the
actives, directed by Sophomore
Carl Busta A1575 (formerly a
plumber s apprentice), tore out the
walls and ceiling and removed the
existing toilets and sink.  After
the gutting was complete, alumni
Chris Baldauf A1487, Justin
Scaduto A1537, Paul Dalton
A1512, Brad Spencer A1517,
Rohun Gholkar A1515, Mickey
Mossaidis A1391, and Dave
Fowkes A1275 went to work
rewiring the entire bathroom,
installing new wallboard and
tiling the walls. Once funding
is secured for new toilets and

xtures, the rst- oor bathroom
will make our house more family
and guest friendly.

While this group of brothers
attacked the main renovation
project, alumni Tom Doherty
Al1448, Ben Rosenthal A1427,
BobbyKingA1519,EricMaiorino
A1543, and Mark Rothfuss
A1461 worked hard repairing and
replacing many rst- oor outlets
and lights, installing new lamp
posts in front of the house and
repairing sink plumbing in the
kitchen and basement.

The carpeting on the stairs
had become quite worn in recent
years. Thanks to a generous
donation (organized by Rohun
Gholkar A1515) from Alumni
from the pledge classes of Fall
1999, Spring 2000 and Fall 2000,
we replaced the carpeting from the
basement to the second oor with
commercial grade carpet. The
Actives removed the old carpet
and countless nails and staples
and repaired many shaky steps.
The installation was contracted to
and completed by Lowes.

Mild ooding of the basement
had become a concern, especially
in the chapter room. To address
this problem, the Actives dug
drainage ditches to carry water

from the downspouts away from
the house. Once the ditches
were dug, 20 feet of piping was
connected to each downspout
to carry water away from the
foundation. We then added 10
foot lengths of perforated piping
surrounded by gravel to allow
the water to gradually seep into
the ground. Since this work was
completed, basement ooding has
been signi cantly reduced.

The back door was
completely rebuilt to reduce
heat loss from the kitchen and
improve security. The frame was
rebuilt and the oor in front of the
door was re-tiled in the process.
Mickey Mossaidis A1391 worked
with Justin Scaduto A 1537 and
actives Justin Hanlon A1565 and
Zhou Zheng A1574 to complete
the job.

There are numerous other
projects that have been completed
or are in process this semester
and there are even more yet to
be started. With continued hard
work, support from the Alumni
Association and constant effort
from the Actives, the chapter
house will be an attractive and
comfortable place to live and visit
for years to come.

Chapter Advisor Transition Completed
by Chris “Norm” Baldauf A1487, chris.baldauf@gmail.com
Alpha Chapter Advisor

ood news for outgoing Chapter Advisor

The

active

Brotherhood,  Alumni

Demetrius “Mickey” Mossaidis A1391 was
bad news for the Alpha Chapter. After a few years
working for RPI, including a very successful
period as chapter advisor, Mickey received a
fantastic opportunity to join Columbia University s
IT efforts.

His impact on Alpha over the past
two years has been immeasurable. He has built
tremendous relationships with RPI, Theta Xis
National Headquarters and with the Actives. The
Actives showed their thanks by awarding Mickey
the James M. Lichtenberg Outstanding Alumni
Award at last April s 6294 celebration. He will be
sorely missed by both the active members and the
Alumni Association.

Association and National asked me to step in as
Alpha Chapter Advisor and | have accepted. | work
locally in the RPI Tech Park and have been active
in the chapter and Alumni Association serving as
president when an active and on the Alumni Board
as Treasurer and Vice President in recent years.
It is a big job and there are big shoes to
Il from Mickey to Bill Knoth to Mike Rivera to
Roger Lunden. | am encouraged by the energy
of the Actives and the tremendous alumni support
Alpha Chapter has received. Please consider
helping me by volunteering some of your time and
expertise in our ongoing effort at Alpha Chapter.

Chapter Picks
Up 10 in Fall
Recruitment

by Zhou Zheng, A1574

Al574@alphaofthetaxi.com  Mark
Silber, A1577
A1577 @alphaofthetaxi.com
Rush Co-Chairmen
his fall, Alpha Chapter

inducted 10 new associate
members. Thanks to the efforts
of Mark Black A1563 and Jake
Woudenberg A1562 (last years
rush co-chairs), all of the active
brothers in the house, alumni who
volunteered to help us prepare
for our efforts (special thanks to
Chris Blanc Al1404 and Chris
Riismandel A1356), a visit from
Theta Xis Executive Director
Jim Vredenburgh (Beta Omega
11) and help from RPI's Dean of
Students Of ce, Alpha Chapter
re-entered the busy RPI Fall rush
season with the planning, energy
and organization to execute a
successful rush.

As the newly elected
rush co-chairmen, we are eagerly
preparing for an energetic Spring
rush.  The Brotherhood looks
forward to again marketing our
house with our strong brotherhood,
prime on-campus location and
unique and distinguished history
to interested RPI students.

New Chapter
Ofycers Announced

President - Tim Kelly A1556
Vice President -

Kevin Guldner A1578
Treasurer - Mark Silber, A1576
Secretary -

Mike Gerstenhaber A1559
House Manager -

Carl Busta A1575
Steward - Zhou Zheng A1574
Scholarship -

John Steciuk A1571
Rush Chairmen

Zhou Zheng A1574

Rob Robles A1577

To reach via email, use
Alpha# @alphaofthetaxi.com i.e.
A0000@alphaofthetaxi.com






